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	Assessment  Activity: Class Discussion
In July 2002, Diane Blood gave birth to a second child following a medical procedure using the sperm of her late husband (he had died in 1995 and the sperm was collected immediately before his life support machine was switched off).  When it came to register the birth, the registrar stated that the name of the father must be left blank or stated as unknown. This effectively made the child/ren illegitimate.
The law was subsequently changed to allow the father’s name to be entered on the register.  

It could be said that once widowhood has been achieved, the marital condition then ceases. Any children borne thereafter are born outside of marriage and should be considered illegitimate.
It is almost like the reverse of legitimation!

What do you think?

My points were:
· Technology is essentially neutral it is the values system within which it is deployed that makes it good or bad.
  The motives behind Diane Blood’s actions are unclear.

· The ethical dilemmas raised justified the attention from law makers.

· The rights of the child/ren could not easily be established from the Human rights documentation.

· I have no problem with preserved sperm being used to fertilise an ovum whether or not the biological originators are alive, so long as the rights of the child are understood and protected.
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With effect from 2 sept 1990 the UNHCR committee for rights of the child said:

Article 7 

1. The child shall be registered immediately after birth and shall have the right from birth to a name, the right to acquire a nationality and. as far as possible, the right to know and be cared for by his or her parents. 

2. States Parties shall ensure the implementation of these rights in accordance with their national law and their obligations under the relevant international instruments in this field, in particular where the child would otherwise be stateless. 

�Excellent observation.








